This book develops the concept of the corporatist catch-all party to explain how the German Christian Democratic Union (CDU) has responded to changing demands from women over the past forty years. Otto Kirchheimer's classic study argues that when catch-all parties reach out to new constituencies, they are forced to decrease the involvement of membership to facilitate doctrinal flexibility. In a corporatist catch-all party, however, societal interests are represented within the party organization and policy making is the result of internal party negotiation. Through an investigation of CDU policy making in the issue areas of abortion policy, work-family policy, and participation policy, this book demonstrates that sometimes the CDU mobilizes rather than disempowers membership. An important lesson of this study is that a political party need not sacrifice internal democracy and ignore its members in order to succeed at the polls.
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List Their often challenging questions greatly improved the quality of this work. Without Alisa, there probably would not be a book at all. I am so grateful to her for her enduring friendship, her generosity with her time, and her confidence in me.
I benefited furthermore from many conversations about parties and German politics with John Brady, Ken Greene, Abe Newman, and Anna Schmidt. Judy Gruber, Alan Karras, and Nelson Polsby helped me negotiate the dissertation writing process in ways that I am sure they did not fully appreciate. I was honored and humbled to follow in Nelson's footsteps when I took up my position in the Government Department at Wesleyan University.
At Wesleyan I have been welcomed into an exceptionally supportive department. Daunting as it may sometimes be to write about parties in a department that was once home to E. E. Schattschneider, I have been greatly encouraged by the enthusiasm of my colleagues. Jim McGuire, Don Moon, Russ Murphy, Peter Rutland, and Nancy Schwartz have all read substantial sections of the manuscript and given me invaluable feedback. Katherine Kuenzli has been a friend, a loyal reader, and a fabulous support in matters both professional and personal. Beyond Wesleyan, Kimberly Morgan, Miki Caul Kittilson, Louise Davidson-Schmich, Joyce Marie Mushaben, and Myra Marx Ferree have cheered me on at numerous conferences and given me reason to hope that there is an audience for the final product. Thank you also to two anonymous reviewers whose comments improved the book enormously. I was also lucky enough to work with two excellent editors at Cambridge University Press, Lew Bateman and Eric Crahan. It goes without saying that whatever errors remain in this work are entirely my own. My friends and family have provided both support and welcome distraction. Alisa Gaunder and Katherine Kuenzli have served dual roles as companions in both academia and motherhood. Sue Imai, Irene Thelen, and Stephanie Speicher helped me keep my perspective and my sense of humor. Jack and Emelie Moriarty helped at every turn with both practical and emotional support. And of course it is impossible to enumerate the many ways in which my parents, Pat and Ted Wilson, have contributed to this project. They are the ones who were brave enough to let their thenfifteen-year-old daughter venture off on her first explorations of Europe. Little did they know then that they would still be supporting that project into their retirement. They have my gratitude for all they have done.
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